Role within the network:

As a partner organisation within the network, we
hope to contribute through the collection of data for
turtles visiting the west coast in Saurashtra and the
rest of Gujarat. Particularly, our strong association
with the local forest department will be beneficial
to the network as a whole in terms of collection and
distribution of information and data, furthering the
growth of the network. Our contribution also extends
to providing information on the activities that we
carry out that may be beneficial to other members
and in turn hope to learn important lessons from
other parts of the country. We would like to spread
our wings, and solicit the support and the attention
of the international community as well.
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Contributed by Dinesh Goswami and Jignesh Gohil,
Prakruti Nature Club.

Contact information:

Dineshgiri D. Goswami / Jignesh Gohil, Prakruti
Nature Club.

Postal address:

Marutinagar Society, Opp. Kanya Chhatralay
Veraval Road, Kodinar-362725, Gujarat.

Phone: +91 2795 222228; 9898515362(Dinesh);
9978311011(Jignesh)

Email: dinesh _goswami2008@yahoo.com;
jignesh gohil@rediffmail.com

Website: www.prakrutinatureclub.org

Canara Green Academy
Karnataka

Background of the organisation:

Canara Green Academy was established and
registered under Karnataka Societies Registration
Act, 1960 on 17" October 2005. It has its head
office in Sirsi. The organisation was established
with a motto of conserving flora and fauna of
North Kanara District. Our activities are carried
out exclusively within the North Kanara District.

Activities:

Conservation of sea turtles, mangroves and
medicinal plants is the main mission of Canara
Green Academy. In last four years, the activities
that have been carried out by the Academy
include:

Conservation of sea turtles:

In 1984, the Karnataka Forest Department had
established about 40 sea turtle breeding centres
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all over the Karnataka coastline. However, in
North Kanara, the only surviving breeding centre
that was thus established is at Jali. In 2006, the
Academy collected secondary information on sea
turtles visiting the coast, and potential sea turtle
nesting beaches were identified and temporary
breeding centers were established at Kadle (see
photo, right), Manki, Haldipur (see photo, left),
Dhareshwar, Kagal and Gangavali. Ex-situ and
in-situ conservation is carried out, depending on
the security of the nests identified. This is done
with the help of local villagers.

For the creation of awareness among the locals,
door to door campaigns and meetings at the micro
level (i.e., of the village) are conducted. State level
workshops are also conducted by the Academy.
As an incentive to promote conservation and the
participation of local people in our activities,
an honorarium is awarded to any person who
identifies and informs our volunteers of nests
along the beach.
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Development of methodology for sustainable
harvesting of medicinal plants and NTFPs:

The Western Ghats are a treasure trove of medicinal
plants and non-timber forest products (NTFPs).
There is active trade of medicinal plants and NTFPs,
and the methods of extraction of such products
are often destructive. For the conservation and
development of medicinal and NTFPs local people
need to be motivated and methods for sustainable
harvesting have to be introduced.

For the development of methodology in sustainable
harvesting, Canara Green Academy has worked as a
partner NGO with the Foundation for Revitalisation
of Local Health Traditions (FRLHT). This project
is implemented in Shirgunji village of Honavar
Division.

Bird Census:

The Academy regularly carries out bird census in
mangrove areas and along the coast. Students from
local colleges in the area assist with the census.
Workshops conducted at local colleges, like the
recent workshop at Kumta, provide students with
knowledge about identification of birds and census
techniques.

Support for the organisation:

The Canara Green Academy raises funds to
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support its programmes from various donor
organisations and  voluntary  contributions
from private organisations and citizens. It also
sustains its activities by working as a partner
with other organisations (such as the FRLHT) or
as an evaluating agency in the implementation of
certain government schemes such as the National
Afforestation Programme.

Plans for the future:
CGA aims to expand its activities to include:

1. Extending our conservation activities to
include freshwater turtles.

2. Introduction of sustainable harvesting
methods to Village Forest Committees of
Honavar Forest Division in collaboration
with the Karnataka Forest Department.

3. Conservation of mangroves and sea turtles
in collaboration with the Karnataka Forest
Department.

4. Continue bird census in North Karnataka.

Role within the network:
CGA recognises that in order to bring individuals,

NGOs and institutions with similar interests
together on same platform, a network is necessary.

10



TAG provides us an opportunity to interact with
other organisations from around the country and
will help develop our own skills and learn from
their experiences in the field, and in return we
have the opportunity to share our experiences with
others.

Contributed by Ravi Pandit, Canara Green
Academy.
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Contact information:
Ravi Pandit, Canara Green Academy.

Postal address:

No. 163, Shrikrishna, Shree Vananagara Chipgi,
Sirsi — 581402, Karnataka

Phone: +91 9945734535

Email: mail@canaragreenacademy.org

Field Services and Inter-Cultural Learning (FSL India)
Karnataka

Background of the organisation:

FSL India is a non-profit, charitable, social and
independent non governmental organisation with the
main objective of promoting global understanding,
inter-cultural learning and to work for togetherness
encouraged by world peace through youth
mobility.

FSL India is registered under the Indian Trust Act
and is not inclined to any political or religious
groups and it is structured with a constituency-
based network. It acts as a support structure for
other youth organisations by organising work
camps, meetings, workshops and coordinating long
term voluntary service. It co-operates with a large
number of NGOs all across India in coordinating
the international exchange of volunteers and in
supporting the volunteer movement in India.

FSL India undertakes projects across India and its
head office is located in Bangalore, South India.
FSL India is open to receiving committed members
irrespective of any social background.

Through volunteering, FSL India aims to offer direct
contact Indian youth, women, farmers, fishermen and
other vulnerable sections of society to interact with
international youth worldwide to understand local
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needs. FSL India places international volunteers
in local community projects to support sustainable
development and to bring an inter-cultural dimension
to community projects. International volunteers can
make a positive impact towards local communities,
by encouraging them to continue work initiated by
FSL India and its volunteers.

Where we work:

Amongst the various programmes that are run by
the FSL office in Kundapur, Karnataka, sea turtle
and coastal habitat conservation activities are
carried out along the coastline of the North Udupi
district.

11



