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in the country, some of whom work actively in the 
same area. As a policy, we regularly communicate 
with our donors and supporters, and ensure that we 
regularly send them annual reports, financial reports 
and information regarding our activities.

Role within the network:  

With help from other members of the network, we 
will strengthen our efforts in conservation, research 
and awareness of marine turtles, and hope in return to 
contribute in our capacity to the best possible extent 
in each of the network’s activities. As the network is 
constituted of groups from all over the country with 
support from international organisations, we will 
certainly be benefited as an individual organisation 
and as a network. 

Contributed by Bhau Katdare, Sahyadri Nisarga 
Mitra.

Contact information:

Bhau Katdare, Sahyadri Nisarga Mitra.

Postal address: 
Sahyadri Nisarga Mitra
Near Laxminarayan Temple, 
At & Post taluka: Chiplun, 
Dist. Ratnagiri - 415605, Maharashtra 
Phone: +91 2355 - 253030; +91 9423831700; 
9373610817  
Email: snmcpn@rediffmail.com; 
sahyadricpn@gmail.com
Website: www.snmcpn.org

Action for Protection of Wild Animals
Orissa

Background of the organisation:

Action for Protection of Wild Animals (APOWA) was 
established on 20th April 1999 and registered under 
the Society Registration Act XXI of 1860. It is a non-
profit organisation dedicated to animal welfare and 
nature conservation programmes in coastal Orissa. It 
is accredited by the Animal Welfare Board of India, 
Ministry of Environment & Forest, Govt. of India.

APOWA believes in finding solutions to animal welfare 
and conservation challenges that provide lasting 
benefits for animals and community. The organisation 
was founded with a mission of:

“building a community of people to support…[the] 
welfare of animals and [the] environment and [to] 
improve relationships between man, animal and 
environment.” 

We focus on species that are endangered today. 

Their ecosystems or habitat as a whole are a crucial 
component of our conservation strategy. 

APOWA has had 10 years of experience in sea turtle 
conservation in Orissa. We protect sea turtles through 
research, education and action. We have the skills, 
knowledge and experience to be Orissa’s sea turtle 
champion. They are flagship species; protecting 
important flagship species and preserving their 
habitat helps to protect a number of other species 
that depend on the same habitat. 

Objectives:

To conserve nature, especially endangered • 
species and threatened habitats, in partnership 
with communities.

To work with partners with emphasis  on protection • 
and management of biologically significant places 
so that wildlife populations can recover.
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To•  encourage communities to practice 
environmental stewardship and wise use 
of natural resources, through conservation 
education and technical assistance, for the 
beneficial coexistence of humans and wildlife.

To carry out legislative and educational • 
campaigns. This is an effort to try to prevent 
cruelty to animals, preserve endangered 
species, and protect wildlife habitats.

To provide emergency assistance to protect • 
endangered wildlife species, with particular 
priority to marine turtles and dolphins.

To support and conduct research programmes, • 
field action projects, and other activities that 
encourage proactive action for conservation of 
wildlife and wild habitats.

To produce and disseminate public awareness • 
and educational material and communication 
strategies that will promote the main objectives 
of the organisation.

To promote environment and conservation • 
education programmes in schools and 
villages.

To help alleviate animal suffering and raise • 
public consciousness towards giving animals 
the respect they need and deserve.

To improve the knowledge and skills of • 
community volunteers and animal owners for 
the long-term welfare of animals.

To provide rescue, relief and rehabilitation • 
programmes for animals and people during 
natural disasters.

To initiate disaster management programmes.• 

To conserve and protect the coastal resources, • 
especially mangrove resources, of the region.

Where we work:

The operational area situated south of the 
Gahirmatha sea turtle rookery in Orissa known for 
the world’s largest olive tidley turtle mass nesting 
and breeding ground. Although mass nesting takes 
place at Gahirmatha, the buffer zone contributes 
greatly through sporadic nesting of olive ridley 
turtles. Our project fieldwork is carried out in the 
buffer zone of Gahirmatha viz., Pentha, Sandhakud, 
Paradeep urban beach, Siali and Petaphata. 
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Support for the organisation:

APOWA seeks support from organisations and 
individuals who wish to join hands with us and our 
community-based sea turtle/habitat conservation 
programmes. We provide desperately needed 
conservation programmes, nest and habitat protection 
as well as vital fishermen education at the world’s 
largest olive ridley mass nesting site in the region. 
This project is a great way of involving communities 
in the process of finding a sustainable way forward. 
Sea turtles are highly migratory during all stages if 
their lifecylce, so conservation action taken in any one 
place can have profound and positive implications for 
their survival throughout Orissa – and beyond. 

Role within the network:

APOWA has been continuing to save, protect and 
help conserve the endangered sea turtles and their 
habitat along the Orissa coast, which falls under one 

of the major objectives of TAG. TAG encourages 
sea turtle activities throughout the country, and as 
a member of the TAG, APOWA seeks cooperation, 
guidance, and technical help to continue its sea turtle 
conservation programmes in its geographical area of 
work in Orissa.

Contributed by Bijaya Kabi, Honorary Director, 
APOWA.

Contact information:

Bijaya Kumar Kabi, Honorary Director, APOWA.

Postal address:
Action for Protection of Wild Animals
Hatapatana, P.O. Kadaliban, Kendrapara District,
Orissa – 754222
Phone: +91 6729 221908; +91 9437439946
Email: bijayakabi@apowa.org
Website: www.apowa.org

Alacrity
Orissa

Background of the organisation:

Alacrity was founded in April 1995 with a vision 
to promote conservation and awareness of the 
marine ecosystem in Kendrapara, Orissa, through 
the participation of local community and self-help 
women’s groups. 

Objectives:

The main objectives of Alacrity are:
To serve down-trodden sections of society •	
through community development and 
capacity building,
To work towards conservation of the •	
environment, including protection of the 
coastal stretches of the region that are 
nesting sites of the olive ridley turtle, and

To facilitate women’s empowerment and •	
promote social justice.

Activities:

The focus of our activities is to involve local 
community members in conservation initiatives and 
to provide alternate sources of livelihood for people 
dependent on coastal and marine resources in and 
around protected areas. Our sea turtle conservation 
activities involve imparting awareness to fishing 
community members residing within the periphery 
of the Gahirmatha area. We have also established 
‘eco-development’ groups within the region for 
conservation and protection of sea turtles and their 
nesting habitats, and for the conservation of natural 
resources including mangrove forests. Currently, 30 
such eco-development groups have been functioning 
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