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Foundation, CONCYTEC and Ciencia Activa (Peruvian 
government science funding). At Silver level ($1,000 - 
$4,999): Ministry of Environment from Peru, Comision 
Permanente del Pacifico Sudeste, Sea Turtle Conservancy, 
WWF, Sirtrack and Lotek, Pew Charitable Trust, 
Wildlife Conservation Network, Wildlife Computers, 
Sociedad Nacional de Pesqueria, Darwin Initiative, 
and International Seafood Sustainability Foundation 
and Disney’s Animals, Science and Environment. 
Bronze level ($500 - $999): The Leatherback Trust.

Carbon Offsets: A meeting the size of the ISTS 
Symposium represents a considerable use of 
resources, primarily for travel, but also for onsite 
lodging and activities. Donations from the web site 
raised 250 USD for Amazon rainforest conservation 
with the local NGO Conservamos por Naturaleza.
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INTRODUCTION

Qeshm Island (about 1490km2) is the largest island 
in the Persian Gulf. Situated in the east of the 
Gulf, it is bordered by various coastal habitats. Its 
northern coast is a sheltered area, comprising Hara 
Biosphere Reserve (the largest mangrove stand in 
the northwestern Indian Ocean; an area of about 
100,000ha) and some smaller mud flats and mangrove 
swamps, whereas the southern coast is an exposed area, 
comprising many sandy-rocky shores and some of the 
healthiest coral reefs of the Gulf (Darehshouri, 2009). 

Five of seven sea turtle species have been previously recorded 
in the Persian Gulf (Gasperetti et al., 1993). Leatherback, 

loggerhead and olive ridley turtles have been recorded 
from coastal waters of Qeshm Island, although in very low 
numbers (Dakhteh, 2014; Tollab et al., 2015). Hawksbill 
turtles nest along the beach of Shibderaz village on the 
southern coast of Qeshm Island, and the island’s coastal 
waters are known as foraging grounds for green turtles.

Qeshm Environmental Management Office (QEMO), 
founded in 2000 as a subsection of Qeshm Free Area 
Organisation, has run five turtle conservation and 
research projects over the last decade. These projects 
have been carried out with significant contributions 
from Iranian UNDP/GEF/SGP and some environmental  
NGOs. During the first half of May 2016, Dr. Nicolas 
Pilcher (Executive Director of Marine Research 
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Category Priority

Conservation

Put excluder devices on nets to reduce mortality of dolphins and turtles; needs support from Iranian 

(Governmental) Fisheries Organization.

Use results from turtle excluder device (TED) bycatch studies to continue implementation.

Organize awareness programs with fishers to increase understanding about the importance of turtles 

and how to release turtles from nets safely.

Remove unused and/or old nets from beaches.

Increase awareness about not dumping nets at sea.

Investigate potential exchange program or incentive to replace old broken nets (that would otherwise be 

dumped at sea) with new nets; maybe the government could provide an incentive to make this happen.

Provide incentives to fishers returning old nets to land.

Develop a special regularly published magazine for environment agencies to learn more about the 

issues relating to marine endangered species.

Work with media to report on issues related to endangered marine species in the marine realm; can help 

raise public awareness.

Organize a vessel to collect rubbish from at sea fishing boats.

Develop environmentally-friendly employment for local communities.

Assist local communities to improve living conditions so that they will be keener to work with 

conservation programs.

Research

Work closely with artisanal fishing communities to learn their understanding and approaches to 

conservation.

Assess levels of bycatch.

Conduct a study to determine fisher interest in participating in conservation activities.

Conduct a study to monitor seagrass beds through Iranian coastal waters of the Gulf. 

Table 1. Conservation and research priorities for sea turtles in Persian Gulf suggested by participants at the workshop 
on ‘Ecology and Conservation of Sea Turtles in the Persian Gulf’
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Foundation, Sabah, Malaysia) came to the Qeshm 
Island to lead QEMO team in a project on green turtle 
population structure in the island’s coastal waters. To 
coincide with this event, QEMO hosted a workshop 
on “Ecology and Conservation of Sea Turtles in the 
Persian Gulf ”, which was attended by approximately 
75 participants from across Iran representing the 
National Government, QEMO, academia, and NGOs. 
This report describes the workshop and its outputs.

WORKSHOP PARTICIPANTS

There were 64 registered participants at the workshop 
on May 13, 2016, and an additional 10 people who 
attended the workshop but did not register. Registered 
participants included governmental and non-
governmental managers (27%), environmental employees 
(27%), Master students (19%), PhD students (14%), 
undergraduate students (8%) and university faculty (6%).

WORKSHOP SESSIONS

Session 1 (Keynotes) This session comprised 
four keynotes. At the beginning, Mohsen Rezaie-
Atagholipour, the executive secretary of the workshop 
and QEMO marine biologist, welcomed the participants 
and introduced the workshop schedule. Then, Bijan 
Dareshoori, founder and retired general director of 
QEMO, gave a keynote on turtle conservation programs 
on Qeshm Island. He described the situation more than 
15 years ago, when hawksbill nests were poached by 
local peoples on the beaches of Shibderaz village. But, 
after three conservation and educational programs, 
local peoples were finally convinced that protecting 
nests and developing environmental friendly jobs such 
as eco-tourism activities would be more beneficial 
rather than poaching and selling turtle eggs. The third 
key speaker in the session was Laleh Daraie, UNDP/
GEF/SGP coordinator in Iran, who presented a movie 
of the SGP cluster programs in Qeshm Island during 
the last decade and gave a presentation on how QEMO 
in cooperation with GEF/SGP could achieve their 
goals, specifically through three hawksbill conservation 
programs at Shibderaz beach. The fourth and last 
key speaker in session one was Davood Mirshekar, 
general director for the office of marine ecosystems 
in Iranian Department of Environment (IDOE), who 
gave a presentation on hawksbill turtles nesting along 
Iranian islands and mainland in the Persian Gulf.

Session 2 (lectures) This session was divided into two 
sections, both led by Dr. Nicolas Pilcher. For the first 
section, he gave a presentation on general biology of 
sea turtles and talked about how understanding turtle 

biology could help managers to design conservation 
programs. For example, he described sea turtle vision 
and then explained that urban lights would not be a 
threat for nesting sea turtles and their hatchlings if 
urban planners used low pressure sodium lights instead 
of high pressure lights, or shielded lights, or limited 
sky glow in coastal areas. After a short break, he gave a 
presentation on the conservation status of sea turtles in 
the Persian Gulf. In the second section, Dr. Pilcher talked 
about sex ratios and turtle population structure (see 
Pilcher et al., 2015), migration patterns of post-nesting 
hawksbill turtles, and important turtle areas (ITAs) 
in the Persian Gulf (see Pilcher et al., 2014a; 2014b).

Session 3 (presentations by Iranian researchers) 
In this session, Asghar Mobaraki, general director for 
natural history museum and genetic resources bureau 
of IDOE, gave a presentation on general biology of sea 
turtles and specific records of turtles in Iranian coastal 
waters of the Persian Gulf and Gulf of Oman. Then, Dr. 
Majid Askari, assistant professor of Shahid Bahonar 
University of Kerman, gave a presentation on his 
project on nesting hawksbill turtles in Iranian Marine 
Protected Areas of the Persian Gulf, which had been 
carried out in 2015. Finally, Dr. Fereidoon Owfi, from 
Iranian Fisheries Science Research Institute (IFRO), 
gave a presentation on interaction between sea turtles 
and industrial trawlers in the Iranian Gulf of Oman.

Session 4 (Discussion and brainstorming) In the 
beginning of this session, Dr. Pilcher explained to 
the participants that “any idea could be a good idea”. 
Then all participants brainstormed about research and 
conservation priorities for sea turtles in the Persian 
Gulf. In this section, people discussed about different 
topics regarding sea turtles research and conservation 
priorities. All suggestions for actions were compiled 
and tabulated during the session (Table 1). In total, 16 
ideas for conservation and research strategies were 
proposed by participants, of which 12 (75%) were 
about conservation priorities and four (25%) concerned 
research priorities (Table 1). Therefore, it was evident 
that people in the workshop mostly thought about 
conservation solutions rather than research programs.
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This book is a captivating compendium of sea turtle 
conservation that extends well beyond India’s borders. 
It covers “three eras of sea turtle conservation”: pre-
Independence; the period between Independence and the 
1970s; and the period between the 1970s and today (p. 9). 
Shanker offers meticulous accounts of seemingly every 
important turtle-related event. He harkens back to the 
yesteryear of sea turtle conservation, but also provides 
insights into how large international organizations such 
as the World Wildlife Fund (WWF) and the International 

Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) end up 
playing significant and sometimes misplaced roles in 
conservation. The book explores relationships between 
the conservation of crocodiles, sea turtles, and dugongs in 
India. Along the same lines, it recalls relationships between 
the conservation of charismatic species, and manoeuvring 
of charismatic politicians (e.g. Indira Gandhi, p. 76-77).
Through precisely referenced stories, Shanker offers rich 
descriptions of conservation on the ground, while linking 
these to greater themes.  He reveals relationships through 
which particular actions, actors, media campaigns, science 
programs, and management acts are tied to larger shifts 
in how we understand and value sea turtles. We are called 
to acknowledge the tangled webs between conservation 
and colonialism (past and present). For example, Shanker 
notes that India’s history of turtle meat consumption 
is largely owed to the British (p. 79). He also describes 
different cultural and religious understandings and uses 
of sea turtles in India—calling attention to the country’s 
heterogeneous population and its diverse geographies. We 
learn that some communities do eat sea turtle products 
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