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A report based on documents and statements arising from 
the sub-regional workshop to establish the NIO MTTF 
available at the IOSEA website (http://www.ioseaturtles.
org / c onte nt . php ? p age = N IO - M T T F _ R e p or t s ) .

BACKGROUND

Five species of sea turtle nest in the Northern Indian 
Ocean (NIO): green, hawksbill, leatherback, loggerhead, 
and olive ridley. The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species 
categorises global olive ridley (Abreu-Grobois & Plotkin, 
2008) turtle populations as ‘Vulnerable’, green turtles as 
‘Endangered’ (Seminoff, 2004), and hawksbill turtles as 
‘Critically Endangered’ (Mortimer & Donnelly, 2008). 
The global population (Casale & Tucker, 2015) and East 
Indian Ocean subpopulation (Casale, 2015) of loggerhead 
turtles are both regarded as ‘Critically Endangered’. Global 
populations of leatherback turtles are categorised as 
‘Vulnerable’ (Wallace et al., 2013); however, the Northeast 
Indian Ocean subpopulation of leatherbacks is categorised 
as ‘Data Deficient’. Subpopulation assessments have not 
been completed for all species in the NIO, so Red List 
categories for olive ridley, green and hawksbill sea turtles 
in this region may differ from that of global populations.

Discussions during the seventh meeting of signatory 

States to the Indian Ocean and South-East Asia 
(IOSEA) Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) in 
2014 identified the need to establish a dynamic Task 
Force for implementation of the IOSEA MoU in the 
NIO region. Hence, a two-day regional workshop was 
held from the 11-12th October 2015 in Malé, Maldives. 
The workshop was hosted by the Government of 
the Maldives and organised by the Marine Research 
Centre. Participants included governmental and non-
governmental representatives from Bangladesh, India, 
Maldives, Pakistan and Sri Lanka, regional experts 
and resources persons, and the IOSEA Secretariat.

Presentations by a representative from each country 
highlighted the greatest threats to sea turtles in the NIO, 
which were described as bycatch, habitat destruction, 
beach illumination, poaching of sea turtles and eggs, nest 
predation, and potential impacts of climate change. The 
forthcoming expiration (early 2016) of the moratorium 
to kill sea turtles in the Maldives was also noted. 
Current conservation actions to address these concerns 
range from bycatch monitoring, seasonal fishing bans, 
predator control, awareness and education programs, 
and law enforcement. A presentation about ghost gear 
in the Indian Ocean, a threat which effects sea turtles 
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throughout the region but which is most observable in 
waters around the Maldives due to its location in relation 
to currents within the Indian Ocean gyre, highlighted the 
need for regional cooperation in addressing such issues.

IMPORTANCE OF REGIONAL MARINE TURTLE 
TASK FORCES

Using the Western Indian Ocean Marine Turtle Task 
Force as an example, it was determined that a Northern 
Indian Ocean Marine Turtle Task Force (NIO MTTF) 
would play an important role in facilitating the sharing of: 

scientific data and information on threats to sea turtles 
and their habitats as well as conservation successes;
standardised protocols and guidelines to address 
pressures and threats to sea turtles and their habitats;
best practices for the conservation and 
management of sea turtles and their habitats;
regional awareness and education campaigns related 
to the protection of sea turtles and their habitats; and
cooperative efforts among governmental and 
non-governmental organisations, academic 
institutions civil society in conserving, protecting, 
replenishing and sea turtles and their habitats.

ESTABLISHING THE NIO MTTF

It was determined that the NIO MTTF would comprise 
two representatives from each member country, one 
from government and one from an NGO or academic 
institution, both to be selected by the Government 
based on the expertise currently required by the Task 
Force (governmental representative) and technical 
expertise (non-governmental representative). Task Force 
members might serve for three years and be eligible for 
re-nomination and reappointment pending Government 
approval. Observers contributing to or affecting marine 
turtle conservation in the NIO could attend Task Force 
meetings if proposed by the Chair of the Task Force in 
consultation with the Task Force members or the IOSEA 
Secretariat. For the complete Terms of Reference for the 
NIO MTTF see http://www.ioseaturtles.org/UserFiles/
File/NIO-MTTF_Terms_of_Reference-Oct2015.pdf.

Muralidharan Manoharakrishnan (Dakshin Foundation, 
India) and Khadeeja Ali (Ministry of Fisheries and 
Agriculture, Maldives) were elected as Chair and Vice-
Chair respectively. The NIO MTTF will meet annually, 
in conjunction with the Meeting of IOSEA Signatory 
States or with meetings of other international and 
regional bodies where possible. Broader regional issues 
to be addressed by the regional work programme include:

fisheries/bycatch
ghost nets

standardised monitoring protocols
sustainable ecotourism
headstarting practices
coastal development and anthropogenic light 
pollution
socioeconomic issues
climate change
marine pollution
citizen science
sustainable use.
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